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were cleared in the Xingu basin in August
and deforestation reaches new record
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In the total for the two-month period (July and
August), 46,718 hectares of forest were cut down,
which represents an increase of 39% compared to the
same period last year. Within the basin’s Indigenous
Territories (TI) and Conservation Units (UC), the increase
has also been significant: a 53% rise in deforestation in
legally protected areas.
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In the midst of Brazil’s worst water crisis in 90 years,
deforestation in the Xingu basin soared in August and
reached a new record: over 28,700 hectares were cut
down. This is the largest area of forest felled in one
month since Sirad X monitoring began in January 2018.
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Deforestation detected in July and
August 2021 in the basin.
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rise in deforestation in Pará.
Deforestation also increases in
Altamira and São Félix do Xingu even
with Army operations
The Pará portion of the basin, in addition to
concentrating 88% of deforestation, is also where
deforestation has increased the most: 38% more than in
July and August 2020. Altamira and São Félix do Xingu,
municipalities which are the focus of the Armed Forces’
Operation Samaúma, continue to be the most deforested
in the basin and also in the entire Legal Amazon. With
19,700 ha and 13,100 ha deforested respectively,
the two municipalities alone constitute 70% of total
deforestation in the two-month period. This data shows
the insufficiency of the Army’s actions, which are
scheduled to end August 31, 2021.
Vila Rica, in Mato Grosso, appears for the first time in
the ranking of most deforested municipalities, with 662
hectares of suppressed vegetation. With no authorisation
for deforestation, an area of forest was illegally felled in
August that was larger than the total area deforested in the
last three years in that municipality1.
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1 Altamira - PA

19.741

2 São Félix do Xingu - PA

13,127

3 Senador José Porfírio - PA

2,686

4 Anapu - PA

1,839

5 Porto de Moz - PA

1,253

6 Medicilândia - PA

1,077

7 Feliz Natal - MT

725

8 Vila Rica - MT

662

9 Porto Alegre do Norte - MT

572

10 Marcelândia - MT

518
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1. Deforestation values presented for the municipality of Vila Rica refer only to its
portion of the Xingu basin.
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increase in deforestation of Indigenous
Lands. Deforestation in the Ituna/Itatá
TI on the rise again
Over 5,500 ha of forest were destroyed in the
Indigenous Lands of the Xingu basin in July and August
2021. Compared to the same period of the previous
year, the increase was 79%. This increase is partly due
to the intensification of deforestation in the Apyterewa
TI, where 2,494 ha were deforested in the two months
period. The Trincheira Bacajá Indigenous Land is also
facing an upsurge of invasions to its territory. In July
and August, 1,054 hectares were deforested in the
Indigenous Lands of the Xikrin people, 54% more than in
the same period last year.
In third position among the most deforested Indigenous
Lands is the Kayapó TI, with 561 hectares devastated
by mining. Illegal mining in this TI is in continuous
expansion, and between January and August 2021, 1,745
hectares had already been deforested in the territory
of the Kayapó people. This total represents an increase
of 42% in relation to the same period in 2020. Without
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a permanent surveillance base, constant operations to
combat deforestation nor intelligence actions to demobilize
the various mining fronts, mining in this Indigenous Land
will continue to worsen.

1

The Ituna/Itatá TI returned to the ranking due to the
resumption of deforestation in July. In the two-month
period, 531 deforested hectares were detected, 92% of the
total for the entire year. The deforested area is 265 times
greater than the deforestation of July and August 2020,
when only 2 hectares were deforested.

2
4

S
E

← previous

next →

W
N

0

75

150

300
km

5

Conservation Units

Conservation Units

Xingu basin boundaries
Protected Areas
Most deforested CUs

2.439ha

of deforestation in the Xingu basin is
in Conservation Units
Inside Conservation Units, 13,111 ha of deforestation were
detected in the two months of monitoring, a 44% growth
compared to July and August of 2020. Furthermore, this
total reveals that almost half (45%) of all deforestation in
the Xingu basin is concentrated in Conservation Units, more
specifically in the Triunfo do Xingu APA.
Environmental Protection Areas (APA) allow human
occupation as long as the sustainability of the use of their
natural resources and the protection of their biological
diversity is ensured. However, in the case of the Triunfo
do Xingu APA, which has no territorial planning actions
nor a management plan, the UC has become a target
of land-grabbing and land disputes. The disorderly
occupation and unrestrained deforestation of the APA
has also impacted and put pressure on the surrounding
Protected Areas, such as the Terra do Meio ESEC. In July
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and August, 816 ha were deforested
in this ESEC. Also,
new
APAopenings
Triunfo were detected in isolated areas in the UC,
21% Other UCs
do Xingu
heading
towards the Iriri State Forest (FES). The risk that
arises is of connecting the occupation fronts of São Félix
do Xingu with that of Novo Progresso, which could end
the connectivity of the Xingu Corridor, further weakening
the territory that today is the last barrier between the
new arc of deforestation and the Eastern Amazon.
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Apyterewa
Indigenous Land
The Apyterewa TI was homologated in 2007 and has
been under a process of disintrusion and relocation
of non-indigenous occupants since 2011, as one of
the conditions of the environmental license for the
construction of the Belo Monte hydroelectric plant.
However, what has been seen in recent years is an
intensification of invasions of the TI.
According to PRODES data, deforestation in Apyterewa
began increasing in 2018, peaking in 2019 when 8,500
hectares were deforested in a single year. After IBAMA
took action in the Parakanã territory, as well as in other
TIs in the region, deforestation cooled down, rising
again after operations were cancelled in May 2020. Now,
in 2021, deforestation between January and August has
already shown a 123% increase compared to the same
period last year.
In addition to land-grabbing, the region has also faced, in
the last three years, the advance of illegal mining. These
two activities have a point of logistical support in Vila
Renascer, a settlement created in 2016 inside the TI and
which is constantly growing. Bars, evangelical churches,
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restaurants, mechanic shops, gas stations, markets,
electricity poles and even a small hotel are already
operating in the village. Even with the permanent presence
of the National Force, the Apyterewa TI continues to be at
the mercy of invasions, conflicts and threats. Deforestation
in this TI is already causing pressure on neighbouring
Indigenous Lands such as the Araweté Igarapé Ipixuna and
Trincheira Bacajá TIs, where, by means of illegally opened
tracks, new invasion fronts were initiated in 2019 and
continue to expand.
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The expectation that illegally occupied land will be
regularized is an important factor in attracting invaders
and finds support in the Government’s statements,
which has shown itself to be in favour of reducing
indigenous territories and the regularization of mining
in Protected Areas.
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Watch in near real-time the deforestation polygons at the Xingu Observatory:
https://www.xingumais.org.br/observatorios/degradacao
Sign up to receive the SIRAD X deforestation alerts published each month. Write us an e-mail at
deolhonoxingu@xingumais.org.br
The SIRAD X Report is published every two months at the Xingu+ Network Platform
(www.xingumais.org.br)
Latest shapefiles and reports are available at http://bit.ly/SIRADX
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